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Videodrome - Long Live The Nu Flesh  

 
This post is dedicated to 'cryptocracy' researcher Michael A Hoffman 

 
 

The 1983 David Cronenberg directed film 'Videodrome' forms the basis of the 
following post, but please appreciate that I am also using the term 'Videodrome' 
to describe the very nature of our 'media-sphere' itself...we are living in a 

'Videodrome' type world of inter-connected media and one that is evidently 
more so, increasingly immersed in electronic media. Media that is in itself, is a 

very real extension of man's actual mind & body...physical, physiological, 
psychological and spiritual.  The invention of the wheel provided man with an 

extension to his physical body, an extension of his foot and likewise the 
invention of weaponry (i.e gun), led to an extension of the physical fist.   

 
Videodrome was released around the same time that a paradigm shift was 

occurring within televisual media...the advent of video players/recorders in the 
family home, a phenomena that should not be be overlooked or ignored out of 

hand.  The idea that people would be able to access film and television media 
and be able to draw from a vast library of content, was a totally revolutionary 

idea and it completely changed the audio/visual landscape. Videodrome would 
use (the soon to be defunct, even at that time) 'betamax' format videocassettes 
for props...the war between VHS and Betamax was still raging at this point.  If 

Videodrome had been made just a few years later, then personally I think the 
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use of 'betamax' wouldn't have worked...I mention this to demonstrate that 
Videodrome was hitting the 'consciousness' right in the middle of the format 

war itself and therefore, it was right at the heart of the video revolution 
phenomena of the time. 

 
Even in the recent years prior to the advent of video machines...many places 

still did not have 24 hour television (I can remember pre-midnight close-downs 
and very little if any early morning television) or 24 hour news etc etc.  It wasn't 

until the mid 1980's that the UK (earlier in the US) first saw breakfast TV and 
programmes that went beyond midnight.  Of course, all that may seem like 

ancient history in comparison to the current 'media sphere' but it really is recent 
history...the speed of technological change, perhaps making it seem like aeons 

ago. So from the prior text...we can see that the typical individual's 
'consciousness' would (overtime) be increasingly exposed and immersed into a 

developing and expanding 'electronic media arena'. 
 
Anyway... 

What I've tried to do here is demonstrate that we are already living in a world 
where 'virtuality' (operating on a massive industrial scale) has usurped 

'reality'...and that those with a powerful grip on the 'mainstream media organs' 
(basically corporate media, controlled by the bloodlines and their gatekeepers) 

have at their disposal, a potent device for influencing and controlling the 'group 
mind'...this is both in an overt sense and also in a covert (subliminal) sense. The 

main conduit for these programmes seem to be via 'sci-fi, horror and fantasy' 
elements etc...but not exclusively. 

 
The videodrome signal...  

 
 and as you'll see...it IS! 

 
These controlling interests also appear to have extensive knowledge on the 

workings of the human mind and their 'mystery religion wielding priestcraft' 
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have seemingly interwoven (in a barely veiled manner) some of  these aspects 
within the media body, this on top of 'connected global programmes' that have 

seeded and developed the 'war on terror'. 

 
 

We could perhaps call all this a form/type of brainwashing...lets say that prior 
and on-going 'mass subliminal trojans' have been launched into the 'group mind 

consciousness' (a type of meme producing/replicating system via the MSM 
channels) and ones not merely operating in an abstract single sense, but as a part 

of a larger thematic mosaic (a sublimi-sphere if you will)...that literally seems to 
span across the entire field of mainstream TV & film (also print, news, comics 

etc).  When you actually look at a piece of media (say a film or tv show) in its 
single 'stand alone' sense...very little can really be extracted, understood or 

appreciated in reference to what I am saying. When you start to group and piece 
together the 'related larger picture' you are then able to see that an apparent 

dynamic seems to be at work (for want of a better description)...one that 
seemingly functions using the inter-play and interconnectedness of 
actors/achetypes/thematics/subliminals/film-makers/studios/cabalistic 

repetition/imagery/mystery religion etc etc and how they all relate and 
overlap...there seems to a 'syntax' to it, a language if you prefer. 

 
 McLuhan 
 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-kgTBmvmlUTU/Um-irx_CT0I/AAAAAAAAgSM/8RsstnxSBNk/s1600/they+live.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-MENr7fRyVZI/UnT_Dt8tKFI/AAAAAAAAgWk/aRS9nvPA2Sk/s1600/mcluhan+patterns.jpg


In some sense this is also a form of 'subliminal pattern recognition' that I'm 
dealing with and as you progress you should be able to relate to this concept 

quite readily, but your own knowledge and understanding of the specific media 
elements that I deal with, will be a factor.  Later I'll mention Jorge Luis Borges 

story “Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis Tertius,” and you may appreciate the ideas in that 
particular book and it may perhaps act as a reasonable analogy to what I am 

getting at...in the overall broad sense. 
 

 

 
 
The human brain tends to store and reproduce imagery and audio inside itself in 

a 'mosaic-like' way (perhaps like the harddrive of a computer) and viewing the 
'videodrome media-sphere' (a huge media sea and one where we access small 

bits of the whole, but with an accumulative efect) in this same way...should 
hopefully make this easier to understand.  I'm sure you've all mentally pictured 

seemingly random images that you see internally with your mind's eye and 
likewise I'm sure you've all mentally heard random 'audio' (like imagining the 
sound of someone's voice) and that it has been reproduced 'aurally' via the 

'mind's eye/brain'.  Think of an actor, say Al Pacino...the fact that I've 
mentioned him will lead to an internalised 'mental picture' of him (but without 
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direct stimulus of the physical eye) and perhaps what he sounds like, even 
though no 'audio stimulus' via the ear has been employed! 

 
Controlling (influencing) society with media.  

 
Shaping people's perception has been around for centuries. Only the medium 

changes. 
 

What Cronenberg was saying was that media *can* (of course, he can't be 
totally anti-media, he uses it for his own work) be a very deadly weapon 

towards a mans free will. News can induce fear into a populace, commercials 
can implant material desires/wants and yes, even violence can desensitize 

someone and make them more suggestible towards violence. 
 

O'Blivion: 
 
 Dr. Oblivion would have us believe, that these hallucinations that Max has 

throughout the film are consensual; everyone who has seen TV has them in one 
way or another, as we all wish to live out the fantastic adventures of romance, 

violence, and sex seen on the tube (television is the retina of the mind). 
Oblivion and his daughter believe that Max's visions are far from imaginary and 

that the world that exists within this 'consensual television fantasy/virtuality', is 
the next step in human evolution - the new flesh. 

 
"The television screen is the retina of the mind's eyes, therefore the television 

screen is part of the physical structure of the brain, therefore whatever appears 
on the television screen emerges as raw experience for those who watch it, 

therefore television is reality and reality is less than television" 
 
 a comment on television used intentionally as mind control and a 

desensitizing device? 
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The Battle for the mind of North America 
 

The battle of the Mind is taking place in front of the TV Screen (& computer 
screens). 'Reality' can, in fact, have different feasible definitions and one of 

these definitions can usurp the other, depending on how our perception of this 
'reality' can be influenced and/or manipulated. 

 
Cronenberg: "I tried to make a film as complex as Reality is for me. I believe 

the film to be very ambiguous, it feeds from different energy sources and it is 
very complex. I wanted the film to be like that because Reality is like that…" 

 
O'Blivion's conclusion is that 'public life on television' is more real than 'private 

life in the flesh'...he is saying that his 'electronic TV image' is ultimately more 
real that his 'actual real physical body'. O'blivion's preferred discourse is the 
monologue via videotape, thousands of them in fact, he doesn't need or require a 

physical body because he only exists as 'an electronic image' via the tapes (he is 
dead in reality, as per the film) yet death is not 'the end' as he lives on inside 

'public life on television'...which as we already established, is 'more real' than 
'private life in the flesh'.  This 'cathode' version of O'Blivion (as the film 

implies) is 'the new flesh'.  
 

His Cathode Ray Mission project (in the film's literal sense) allows those 
without access to the 'media mixing board' (accessed exclusively through TV) to 

partake in the larger 'media-sphere'...one which they are otherwise cut off 
from.  The derelicts go there to get their 'reality/virtuality' fix...so they can patch 

into the given 'existing reality/virtuality' that everyone else is immersed and 
wired into. 
 

 

Got ya bang to fkin rights eh “Gary”! 


